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MEDIA ADVISORY 
August 25, 1998 
OFFICIAL PANTHER CARD RIBBON-CUTTING 
This fall, Eastern Illinois University became one of less than a dozen universities 
nationwide to issue CyberMark smart cards to its students and staff. Essentially, 
these cards-- nicknamed the Panther Card-- are ali-in-one ID, debit, library and 
university housing meal cards required for all students. What sets them apart from 
other debit cards already carried by many students and adults is a small computer 
chip-- also called a "smart-chip"-- embedded on the face ofthe card. Most debit 
cards work with a computer system that only uses a magnetic stripe on the back of 
the card. 
TO OFFICIALLY WELCOME THE PANTHER CARD TO EIU'S CAMPUS 
1:30 P.M., WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 26 
VENDING LOUNGE, MARTIN LUTHER KING UNIVERSITY UNION 
(first floor, east building) 
For information, please contact the Panther Card Office at (217) 581-6596 or the 
Media Relations Department at (217) 581-7650. 
Information is also available at 
http://www.eiu.edu/-campusid and 
http:/ /www.cybermark.com 
